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PART TWO

Exodus

THESE ARE THE NAMES
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<@ VT SINAL The high mountains region in
Central Sinai near Mt. Sinai.

The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai
and called Moses to the top of the mountain.

—Exodus 19:20
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GETTING STARTED

P Focus Question

P Look for These Terms
e filling

* Genesis-shaped

\ * presence

What is the story of the book of Exodus?

e remember

e tabernacle

e tent of meeting

A READING

Figuring out the story of Exodus is
challenging. As the book unfolds,
the reader may think, in each subse-
quent section, this is what the story is.
The great acts of God—the exodus,
provision in the wilderness, his word
at the mountain, the plans for his
dwelling place among Israel —are each
oriented toward a more basic issue.
The account of the rebellion with the
golden calf displays the problem. How
can God’s presence dwell among a
nation of wicked revolutionaries? But

that is not quite right. Better, how

can sinful rebels bear the presence of

the holy Creator? They can- '

not—that is the problem. How can sinful
The movement of the rebels bea r the

story, at least relative to God presence of the

and Israel broadly speak- holy Creator? Thc.}-'

ing, can be thought of in cannot — that is

stages. God brought Israel the problem.

to the mountain, descended

on it, and gave his word and his glory

to the people (see Figure 11-a). Each

time God and the people drew closer

CHAPTER ELEVEN: MACROVIEW OF EXODUS

197
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AN QUTLINE

/

A. From Egypt (1:1-15:21)
1.

2.

3.

4.
B. Through the Wilderness (15:22—18:27)

II;

%

3. Judges appointed over Israel (18)
C. Ar the Mountain (19-40)

1.

The Egyptians oppress Israel and throw their infant boys into the river
(1-2)

The bush (3—4)

The plagues and the Passover (5:1-13:16)

God throws the Egyptian army into the sea (13:17 - 15:21)

Isracl’'s grumbling and God’s provision {15:22-17:7)
The Amalekites defeated (17:8-16)

The covenant with the people (19-24)
The dwelling instructions (25-31)

2.
3. The rebellion and the revelation (32-34)
4. The dwelling constructed and filled (35-40) /

together, the problem of his presence
grew. Here [ will consider the stages
of the story, particularly as they situ-
ate the predicament of Israel in God’s
presence.

P What is the significance of
? i\ the progressive proximity
WY/ of God and Israel in the

book of Exodus?

First, Yahwch dclivered Isracl from
oppression and brought his people to
the mountain. The situation triggering
the entire chain of events that consti-
tute the Exodus story was that Israel
filled the land of Egypt. This Egyptian
problem was really caused by the cre-
ational and covenant blessing of Israel.
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They multiplied and became numer-
ous because the people were fulfilling
the commission to humanity—they
were fruitful and multiplied (see Gen.
1; 9). Moreover, they were beginning
to realize God’s word of promise to
Abraham (see 12; 15; 17). The fruit-
fulness of Israel became the rtarger of
the Fgyptian oppression. The Fegyp-
tians attacked the life God gave his
people and in doing so they were defy-
ing the Creator.

The basis of the salvation of the
Israelites from bondage was that God
remembered his word to Abraham.
“The Israelites groaned in their slavery
and cried out, and their cry for help
because of their slavery went up to
God. God heard their groaning and he
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ated became a tool of his judgment
against the Egyptians. In Exodus 1 the
Egyptian oppression escalated to the
point where they artempred to weaken
Israel systematically by throwing their
infant boys into the river. The judg-
ment of Yahweh against the Egyptians
increased through a series of plagues

CHAPTER ELEVEN

: MACROVIEW OF EXODUS n
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